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Good morning/afternoon everyone and welcome to the Operation Talent Search DCO. Thank you all for everything you have done in the past with “UGT” and Family and Teen Progam and everything you are doing now to make this program a success. The changes to the program this year have generated a lot of questions from the field, which we are very happy about. It helps to create a dialogue and it shows that everyone has been reading the guidelines and wants to get it right. Our goal today is to give a bit more guidance and answer some questions that have come up so far, which we hope will make things clearer as we move forward. 
The purpose of Operation Talent Search is to provide additional opportunities for families and youth to participate jointly in a recreational/educational activity; contribute to developing creative expression; provide the opportunity for the development of meaningful relationships with peers and adults; develop an appreciation of the arts; and determine the winners in each category and recognize the most talented Air Force wide. 
Only Air Force Active Duty, Air Force Reserve and Air Force Guard members and their immediate families are eligible to compete if their base assigned conducts a base level contest and submits winning acts to AFSVA. You can have other members, civilians and retirees participate at the local level, but only the Active Duty Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air Force Guard members and their immediate families can be forwarded to Air Force level. 
Single Airmen can participate at the local level but cannot be forwarded to Air Force level in the Operation Talent Search Program. Those members CAN participate in Mission Audition and #vocalupload. Operation Talent Search is specifically for families. We encourage all bases that have single Airmen participating, to please encourage them to participate in Mission Audition and #vocalupload.
We had a question about same sex couples participating. Same Sex Couples and their families can participate and are encouraged to. Though the category says Husband and Wife, same sex couples and their families are encouraged to bring their talent and be a part of the program.
In Section IV, # 10 we mention that there MAY be Tops in Blue priors in your local area that can assist you with everything from planning to training and staging or technical assistance. If you would like the help of those priors please let me know and I will contact them directly.
Those were the items that we felt had the most questions. I’d like to now open the floor for discussion or questions that you all may have.

